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embraces, but that Bismarck would break down
if he continued in office, and that he released him in
order to preserve his services as " international
European capital" instead of letting him fritter his
powers away in the rough and tumble of the Reichs-
tag : he told the British Ambassador in Berlin that
he was afraid Bismarck would lose his self-control and
throw the inkstand at his head : he told the Tsar
that he refused to obey his orders, which was nearer
the truth, and was the explanation which the Empress
accepted. Bismarck, she wrote to her mother, was
remarkably well and vigorous, and William had
. made him resign because he himself was a thorough
despot, and wanted nobody in his Government who
would oppose his will. Though, time and again, she
had execrated Bismarck's ingenuity in procuring
causes for war, she believed that in spite of the
corrupt system he had created cc his genius and
prestige might still have been useful and valuable
for Germany and for the cause of peace, especially
with so inexperienced and imprudent a Sovereign.53
. . . Caprivi succeeded him as Chancellor: no
doubt, she said, that was because he knew nothing
about politics. She outlined for her mother the
sort of Government which would suit William's
tastes. Jules Verne, Lord Randolph Churchill and
Lord Charles Beresford would form a steadying
nucleus against his impetuosity, and General Bou-
langer, some African explorers and Richard Wagner
(had he been alive) would supply the more adven-
turous and imaginative element. She did not know
whether to laugh or cry over William's Imperial
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